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Kansas City could be Seattle 
in two weeks, doctors warn 


BY CHANCE SWAIM 
cswaim@wichitaeagle.com 


The Kansas City metro area’s 
coronavirus outbreak could be 
as severe as Seattle’s within two 
weeks, public health experts 
warn. 

“This isn’t a maybe. It is com- 
ing,” Dana Hawkinson, medical 
director of infection prevention 
and control at The University of 
Kansas Health System, told 


reporters Thursday morning. 

As of Thursday, the Pacific 
Northwest city reports 1,187 
positive cases and 66 deaths. 
The Kansas City metro area has 
experienced 27 cases and one 
death. Statewide, Kansas had 34 
positive cases. 

“That’s why it is so vitally 
important to continue to have 
adherence to public health guid- 
ance,” Hawkinson said. 

If you can, stay home. If 
youre sick, self-quarantine. 


oe 


Don’t meet in large groups. 
Wash your hands, cover your 
mouth with your elbow when 
you cough and keep a healthy 
distance from other people. 
That’s the message that needs 
to be getting to the general 
public, Hawkinson said. 

How long Americans can 
expect to hunker down depends 
on how seriously they take the 
virus right now, Hawkinson 
said. There’s no COVID-19 
vaccine and the likelihood of 
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re-infection isn’t well under- 
stood at this time. 

Steve Stites, chief medical 
officer for University of Kansas 
Health System, agrees that the 
virus is just getting started in 
Kansas. 

“We’re at the beginning of the 
curve,” Stites said. “We haven’t 
even started having that many 
positive patients. What we have 
is a whole lot of rule-outs and a 
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EARLY BIRD GETS THE ... CLEANING SUPPLIES? 


Taking advantage of shopping time for seniors, Virginia Wolfe, 83, of Prairie Village searches for cleaners and hand sanitizers early 
Thursday at the Hen House Market in the Corinth Shopping Center in Prairie Village. In response to the coronavirus pandemic, many 
grocery stores are setting aside an hour each morning for seniors to shop in a less crowded environment. Wolfe says she got up at 4:30 


a.m. to be ready to shop at 6 a.m. 


Officials: 
Johnson 
County 
needs 
more tests 


BY KATIE BERNARD 
AND SARAH RITTER 


cbernard@kcstar.com 
sritter@kcstar.com 


Kim Fader spent Thursday 
morning calling her mother’s 
long-term care home in 
Overland Park and asking 
health officials for Johnson 
County and the state of Kan- 
sas why a resident isolated 
with fever and respiratory 
issues, known symptoms of 
COVID-19, was not being 
tested. 

Fader, a project manager in 
the epidemiology department 
at Columbia University in 
New York, was told the per- 
son wouldn’t be tested be- 
cause their symptoms 
weren’t severe enough to 
require hospitalization. That, 
she learned, is the policy in 
Johnson County. 

“This is very frightening,” 
Fader said. “If you’re want- 
ing to increase the number of 
cases this is what you should 
do.” 

Similar stories have been 
shared across the region 
since the state health depart- 
ment announced Wednesday 
that testing for the novel 
coronavirus would be re- 
duced in Johnson County to 
conserve test kits. 

Lee Norman, secretary of 
the Kansas Department of 
Health and the Environment, 
said Johnson County, which 
has reported the largest num- 
ber of presumed positive 
cases in Kansas, will have 
less testing as the virus is 
now spreading by community 
transmission. 

Johnson County will stop 
testing anyone with minor 
symptoms, instead testing 
only those who need to be 
hospitalized. The measure, 
Norman said, is intended to 
prevent the state from run- 
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$1 trillion package with aid 
for US families takes shape 


BY ANDREW TAYLOR 
AND LISA MASCARO 


Associated Press 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell proposed direct 
payments of $1,200 per person 
and $2,400 for couples as part 
of a sweeping Republican re- 
sponse to the coronavirus out- 
break, according to a copy of the 
legislation obtained by The 
Associated Press. 

The GOP leader unveiled his 
plan Thursday as Congress 
raced to craft a $1 trillion rescue 
package to shore up households, 
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healthcare and the U.S. econo- 
my amid the pandemic crisis 
and nationwide shutdown that’s 
hurtling the country toward a 
likely recession. 

“We need to take bold and 
swift action as soon as pos- 
sible,” said McConnell, an- 
nouncing his plan on the Senate 
floor. 

It’s an opening salvo in fast- 
track talks with Democrats as 
President Donald Trump urges 
Congress to “go big” to respond 
as Americans reel from the 
crisis. 

Keeping paychecks flowing 
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for idled workers as jobless 
claims skyrocket is a top priority 
for both the Republican and 
Democratic plans emerging 
from Congress. 

McConnell’s proposal aligns 
with the Trump administration’s 
push to swiftly send checks to 
American households. 

Under the GOP leader’s plan, 
the aid would be phased down 
at income thresholds of 
$75,000 for individuals and 
$150,000 per couple. Addition- 
ally, there would be $500 pay- 
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Maria Lopez, a home care attendant wearing protective gloves, 
commutes to work in New York on Thursday. The tally of people in 
New York with coronavirus continues to rise as testing ramps up. 
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